
NEW YORK STATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

First annual meeting of the New York State Med¬
ical Association, held at the Murray Hill Hotel, New
York, November 18, 19 and 20, 1884; the President,
Henry D. Didama, m.d., of Syracuse, in the chair.

FIRST DAY—MORNING SESSION.

Report of the Committee of Arrangements.—Dr. J.
W. S. Gouley, chairman of the Committee, delivered
an address of welcome, and gave an analysis of the
programme of the meeting, stating that fifty-four pa¬
pers had been received.
Address by the President.—In it he laid special

stress on the paramount importance of therapeuticsin a sound medical education, and reminded his
hearers that, however admirable a thing culture
might be, it should not be allowed to take equal rank
with the essential branches of the healing art. He
strongly advised the adoption of the three years'
graded course by the colleges, and drew a striking
contrast between the old and new systems of medical
training.
Addresses by Delegates from other State Societies.

—During the session a large number of delegates
from other States were introduced. Dr. Shoemaker,
of Philadelphia, spoke for the Pennsylvania State So¬
ciety; Dr. S. S. Clark, of St. Albans, for the Ver¬
mont Society, and Dr. Wylie for the Connecticut So¬
ciety. Dr. Wm. Detmold, President of the New
York County Association, also made an address.
Report of the Committee on Organization of Dis¬

trict Associations —Dr. Gouley, chairman, reported
that the Committee recommended the formation of
five district associations, to be known as the first or
Northern, the second or Eastern, the third or Central,
the fourth or Western, and the fifth or Southern ; that
the vice-presidents of the parent association should
be the presidents of the district associations to which
they respectively belonged ; and that each of the
district associations should have one stated meeting
each year, the number of special meetings being left
to each association to determine for itself.
After some discussion the report was unanimously

adopted. From twelve to fourteen counties are

represented in each of the five district associations,
which were afterward organized in accordance with
the plan proposed. The first stated meeting of the
first district association is to be held at Utica on the
second Tuesday in July, of the second at Saratoga
on the fourth Tuesday in June, of the third at Syra¬
cuse on the second Tuesday in June, and of the fifth
at Brooklyn on the third Tuesday in September.
The address on Surgery was delivered by Dr. E.

M. Moore, of Monroe county, who took for his sub¬
ject the "Transfusion of Blood."
He preferred the use of natural blood for this pur¬

pose to defibrinated blood, milk, or any of the saline
solutions which had been employed by others. The
two great dangers to be avoided are, ingress of air
into the vein and coagulation of the blood, and in
order to avoid the latter it was requisite that the

)enod of transfusion should be short and definite.
Jnless the syringe, which was almost universally em-
)loyed in the performance of this procedure, were-
îeld perpendicularly, air was constantly liable to be
njected into the vein ; and therefore he had devised
i simple apparatus which obviated the necessity of a.
yringe, and also enabled the operator to make the
ransfusion in a very brief period of time. It con-
isted of a long narrow India rubber sac, to the lower
;nd of which was attached a cánula, provided with a.
ounded stiletto and Moncocque's mandril, by means
)f which the supply of blood could be instantly shut
)ff. Another advantage of this instrument was that,
t required no lubricating, as was necessary for the
jacking of syringes, and by reason of which impun¬
ies might be introduced into the blood. The blood
)f the donor was to be received in a funnel held in
he mouth of the rubber sac, and more than two.
ounces was never to bedrawn at one time, on account
)f the danger of coagulation. Even less than this,
quantity was often sufficient, and ifmore were required,,
he operation could be repeated without withdrawing
he cánula from the vein of the patient.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Dr. J. C. Hutchinson, of Kings county, read a

3aper on "Transfusion," in which he described a
new apparatus. It consists, first, of a glass cylinder,
graduated in fractions of an inch and holding twelve
Dunces. In an opening of the metallic cap which
eovers its lower extremity is fitted a punch screw, and.
the rubber cap at the top of the cylinder is perforated
by a thermometer. The cylinder is placed in a.

double rubber bag which is filled with hot water, but
which is so arranged that the graduated scale of the
cylinder can be observed. The fluid within the
cylinder flows through a rubber tube, the upper end
of which is secured with the punch screw mentioned,,
and the lower end of which terminates in a cánula
provided with a slip-knot, which is inserted into the
vein of the patient. Dr. Hutchinson prefers the use
of saline solutions „to blood for transfusion, as he
thinks the action of the transfused fluid is dynamic
rather than nutritive. From twelve to twenty ounces
of fluid should be used, and the flow should not ex¬
ceed one ounce per minute.
Dr. Rochester, of Erie county, thought that the

quality of the fluid used in transfusion was of more
importance than the quantity, and said that in the
cholera epidemic of 1849 and l&5°> in New York, all
the patients in whose cases transfusion with saline so-

.lutions were employed (although temporarily im¬
proved by it) eventually died.
The President said that in cholera times it used to

be remarked that " salting a patient and curing a pa¬
tient were two different things."
Dr. Alfred S. Carroll, of Richmond county, read a

paper on "The Question of Contagiousness after Acute
Infectious Diseases." As this was a matter of great
practical importance, especially in regard to the re¬
turn of children to school after such illnesses, he had ad¬
dressed inquiries to a number :of prominent medical
men throughout the State, but except in regard to-
small-pox the replies had varied very widely. The
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results of his inquiries would subsequently be em¬
bodied in a report to the State Board of Health, and
he trusted that the Fellows of the Association would
favor him with any data that had been noted by
them bearing on this subject.
Dr. John S. Jamison, of Steuben county, read a

paper on "Chronic Intestinal Catarrh," which was
an exhaustive treatise on the subject. Before the part
of it devoted to treatment was reached, the reader
was interrupted by the expiration of the half hour
which was the limit for the reading of all papers.
Dr. Edward R. Squibb, of Kings county, read a

paper on "The Modern Progress of Materia Med¬
ica," in which he said that physicians did not now de¬
pend on the books for the determination of doses of
medicines, but upon the physiological and therapeu¬
tical effects which they produced, that drugs were
used in more concentrated forms (fluid extracts hav¬
ing to a great extent superseded tinctures and syr¬
ups), that fewer and more active agents were em¬

ployed, and that the quality of drugs was much
more closely scrutinized.
Dr. W. H. Robb, of Montgomery county, read a

paper on "The Management of Criminal Abortion,"
in which he discussed the best methods for control¬
ling haemorrhage, removing the entire ovum, the pre¬
vention of septicaemia, and the restoration of the
patient to health. For the control of haemorrhage
he depended on ergot and digitalis internally or hy-
podermically, and locally the use of the hot vaginal
douche and tents introduced into the mouth of the
uterus. For the removal of the ovum, in order to
accomplish which it was often necessary to dilate the
os, there was ordinarily no instrument so good as the
finger; but it was sometimes necessary to resort to
the curette, or the female blade of the blunt-hook and
crotchet. Such procedures should always be fol¬
lowed by intra-uterine antiseptic injections.
Dr. Ely Van de Warker believed that ergot was use¬

less as a haemostatic upon or at the third month, and
he thought steel dilators preferable to the use of tents
for dilating the os uteri. He had found the blunt
curette of great service in removing the remains of the
ovum, and thought it sometimes of advantage to
swab out the interior of the uterus with the tincture
of the chloride of lime after its use.
Dr. Charles Bulkley, of Monroe county, read a

paper on " Chronic Mercurial Poisoning." The case
on which the paper was based was that of a patient
who suffered from symptoms resembling those of ar¬
senical poisoning, but which were ascertained to be
due to the mercury used in the coloring of the hard
red rubber dental plate which she wore. Since then
he had met with several other similar cases, though
of less severity.
Dr. R. H. Sabin, of Albany county, read a paper

on "A Case of Acute Lead Poisoning, Resulting
Fatally." There was probably serous effusion of the
brain, though an autopsy could not be obtained.
The patient, while apparently in good health, fell
suddenly to the floor, and remained unconscious up
to the time of death, a period of thirty-two hours.
The following papers were read by title: " The

Therapeutics of Diphtheria," by Dr. J. W. Moore, of

Albany county; "Notes on Dislocation of the Hip,
based on 238 cases occurring in the State of New
York,'' by Dr. Frederick Hyde, of Cortland county;
and "Intestinal Obstruction," by Dr. Avery Segur,
of King's county.

EVENING SESSION.
Dr. H. E. Mitchell, of Rensselaer county, read a

paper on "Errors of Refraction : the Importance of
their Recognition and Correction in Early Life."
The rapidly increasing number of defective eyes in

children, he thought, could be arrested to some ex¬

tent, at least, if more general practitioners would
provide themselves with sets of the ordinary test
types, and with the optometer, which was a very sim¬
ple, but useful instrument, which demands to be better
known.
Dr. Austin Flint, Sr., of New York, read a paper

on "The Dietetic Management of Dyspepsia," in
which he maintained that dyspepsia and indigestion
are distinct affections. The greater number of dys¬
peptics at the present day, he thought, were individ¬
uals who endeavor to regulate their diet and all the
habits of life in accordance with certain rigid rules
which were formerly much more in vogue than now,
and especially in New England. The guides for eating
should be the appetite, the palate, and common-
sense. Dietetic idiosyncrasies are much less common
than many believe to be the case, and the patient's
experience with particular articles of food was apt to
be extremely fallacious. In general, the diet which
was beneficial to the healthy individual was beneficial
to the dyspeptic. It was a mistake to leave the lat¬
ter hungry, and food was to be taken not merely at
stated intervals, but whenever the appetite craved it.
Dr. N. C. Lynde, of Erie county, read two pa¬

pers, the first on "Double Synchronous Amputations,"
with a table of such operations collected from the re¬

ports of surgeons throughout the State, and the sec¬
ond on "The Functions of the Auricle." In this
paper he claimed that the main function of the
auricles was merely that of a reservoir into which
the great veins emptied, and the principal part of the
paper was devoted to an argument in support of the
proposition that they did not contract. In the course
of this he claimed that the pulse in the jugular vein
was due exclusively to the contraction of the right
ventricle.
Dr. Austin Flint, Jr., remarked that the views

of the author of the paper were in direct variance
with those of all recognized physiological author¬
ities, and that personally he had often himself actually
seen the auricles contract in animals whose hearts had
been exposed. He claimed that if the auricles did
not contract their walls would become atrophied, as
was the case with muscles that had become paralyzed,
and that direct observations on dogs (without expos¬
ing the heart), had shown that the auricles, as well as
the ventricles, contracted. This was done by means of
sounds which were introduced into the cavity of the
heart through the jugular vein and which were pro¬
vided with two rubber bags, one of which entered
the auricle and the other the ventricle. It was found
in this way that two-tenths of the time of the heart's
whole pulsation was occupied with the contraction of

Downloaded From: http://jama.jamanetwork.com/ by a University of Auckland User  on 05/28/2015



the auricles, two-tenths with the contraction of the
ventricles, and the remaining four-tenths with the
general diastole.
Dr. Austin Flint, Sr., claimed that the jugular

pulse was due to the contraction of the right auricle,
as we'l as to that of the right ventricle. That there
was an auricular, as well as a ventricular jugular pulse,
seemed to be proved by the fact that preceding the
contraction of the ventricle (the time of which could
be positively determined by the impulse of the heart,
the first sound, and the carotid sound), a pulse could
be detected in the jugular vein which could be due
only to the contraction of the auricle. This, he be¬
lieved, he himself had been the first to point out.
The paper was also discussed by Drs. Moore and

Ross, both of whom opposed the views expressed in
the paper, and Dr. Lynde then said that in a large
number of cases he had plunged trocars and canulae
into the auricles of dogs, he had never succeeded in
getting the blood to come through the instruments;
while when the same canulae were introduced into
the ventricle a strong stream of blood invariably
flowed through them ; which seemed to afford con¬
clusive evidence that the auricles did not contract.
Dr. E. D. Ferguson, of Rensselaer county, read a

paper on "The Use of the Aspirator in Hydro-
thorax. ' ' He had seen such bad consequences, such
as empyema and death, resulting frdm the too free use
of the aspirator, that he now made it a rule never to
use it in this condition except when dyspnoea or other
serious symptoms supervened, and when he did re¬
sort to aspiration carried the procedure only to a

very limited point. Dr. Bowditch had advised that
it should not be discontinued until pain in the epi¬
gastrium or dyspnoea was produced; but he thought
that it should be stopped before the occurrence of
these symptoms, which indicated serious difficulty,
and that more than a pint of fluid at the utmost
should never be withdrawn at a time. Much evil
had also resulted from aspiration of the pelvic cavity,
in which the greatest caution ought to be observed,
and he thought that on the whole the instrument had
perhaps done more harm than good in the hands of
the profession.
The paper was discussed by Drs. T. F. Rochester,

of Buffalo ; Flint, of New York ; Moore, of Roches¬
ter, and Fifield, of Boston, a delegate from the Mas¬
sachusetts State Medical Society ; and Dr. Rochester
read a paper on ' 'A New Procedure in Paracentesis
Thoracis."
The procedure referred to was the introduction of

the finger into the opening and the separation of the
ribs in those cases in which the closeness of the ribs
prevented the insertion of a drainage-tube. He
had used this in these cases with success.

SECOND DAY-EVENING SESSION.

Dr. Gouley proposed a plan for dividing the Asso¬
ciation into five sections at its future meetings, and
on motion the matter was referred to the Council,
with the request that they should report on it at the
next annual meeting.
Library in New York.—On motion of Dr. Gouley,

a series of resolutions providing for the formation of

a library of the Association to be located in the city
of New York, was unanimously adopted.
Dr. S. C. Allen, of Rensselaer county, read a pa¬

per on "A Case of Diarrhoea from Disease of the Pan¬
creas.

' '

The patient suffered from what the author of the
paper termed "adipose diarrhoea," but improved
greatly under treatment. The case was complicated
with renal disease, and death finally resulted from
uraemic coma. No autopsy was permitted.
Dr. T. Gaillard Thomas then delivered the address

on Obstetrics and Gynaecology.
Having glanced at the past history of obstetrics, hesaid that, in his judgment, one of the greatest achieve¬

ments in modern pathology had been the discovery of
the agency of certain micro-organisms, classed under
the head of bacteria, in the production of septicaemia,,
pyaemia and other similar affections. Although the
obstetricians of the present day were not prepared to
make antiseptic midwifery the rule whenever that art
was practiced, it was highly probable that in the very
near future this proposition would be accepted. To-
free the parturient act from the dangers of septic
poison would be to save millions of lives in every
generation. The germ theory had also revolutionized
the treatment ofthat variety of septicaemia known as-

puerperal fever. He spoke next of the successful
treatment of extra-uterinepregnancy by laparotomy,
and lauded the use of electricity before the rupture of
the cyst. In placenta praevia and cases of uraemia
during pregnancy he advised the induction of prema¬
ture labor as a sovereign resource. In the obstetric
forceps he thought the only real improvements which
had been made since the time of the Chamberlins-
were the additional length and pelvic curve added by
Levret and Smellie and the tractors of Tarnier. He
concluded this portion of the address with a plea for
the adoption of laparo-elytrotomy in preference to
the Caesarian section or Porro's operation.
The brilliant results in gynaecology during the

past quarter of a century, Dr. Thomas attributed to-
the bringing into the service of this department the
powerful aid of surgery ; although he wished it to be
understood that he was a strong advocate for the
great advantage of constitutional treatment in diseases-
of the pelvic viscera of the female. In most of the
pathological conditions met with by the gynaecologist,
surgical interference was often an essential to cure.

Having spoken of the good achieved by Emmet's,
Battey's, Hegar's and Tait's operations, he referred
to extirpation of the uterus, and summed up by say¬
ing that Freund's operation of the removal of the
uterus by abdominal section, on account of its diffi¬
culties and dangers, was now relegated to the past ;
while vaginal extirpation had conquered for itself the
position of a recognized, legitimate, and even valuable
procedure. After alluding to the forcible distension
of the uterine canal by a divulsor, or expanding for¬
ceps, as a treatment for uterine deformities, he spoke,
in conclusion, of four drugs which had recently
been introduced into gynaecological practice, viz. :
permanganate of potassa and the fluid extracts of the
stigmata and ustilago maidis, of the viscum album, and
of the viburnum opulus and viburnum prunifolium.
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Permanganate of potash he considered the best em¬
menagogue which has yet been discovered.

SECOND DAY.-AFTERNOON SESSION.
The following papers were read by title :

" Pyaemiaand Death After the Operation for Convergent
Squint," by Dr. J. J. A. Burke, of Monroe county;
"Relations of Habit to Disease," by Dr. C. M.
Kittridge, of Dutchess county; "Report of a Case
of Nephro-Lithotomy for Calculous Pyelitis," by Dr.
F. N. Seymour, Rensselaer county; "Report of a
Case of Excision of the Rectum for Cancer," also by
Dr. Seymour; "The Practice of Medicine of FiftyYears Ago with Comparative Position at Present,"
by Dr. B. L. Hovey, of Monroe county; "Notes
on Peat as a Surgical Dressing," by Dr. W. S.
Tremaine, of Erie county, and "A Case of Ovarian
Cyst, with Operation," by Dr. T. M. Lloyd, of
King's county.
Dr. Darwin Colin, of Wayne county, read a

paper on " Venesection in the Convulsions of Preg¬
nant and Parturient Women," in which he made a

strong plea for this procedure, basing his opinion on
a large number of cases in the practice of his father
and himself, both before the introduction of the use
of chloroform, ether, chloral, bromide of potassium
and hypodermic injections of morphia.
In the discussion which followed, Dr. Moore, of

Rochester, said he believed that recovery in these
cases depended on the elimination from the system
of the poison which was creating the disturbance,
and that nothing was so efficient in doing this as
cathartics. Since, however, the patient was liable to
die before the latter could have their appropriate
effect, anything that would suspend the convulsions
for the time would prove of service. Blood-letting
undoubtedly did this; but there were other agents
which he preferred for this purpose, and the best of
all, in his opinion, was ether. The inhalation of this
should be kept up unremittingly until either the
uterus had been emptied or the bowels had been
moved by a purgative.
Dr. Thayer, of Brooklyn, referred to the use of

Norwood's tincture of veratrum viride, in teaspoon-
ful doses, as very efficient in controlling convulsions
and preventing their recurrence.
Dr. C. C. F. Gay, of Erie county, read a paper

on "Fracture of the Base of the Acetabulum."
(TO BE CONTINUED.)

OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA.

Stated meeting Nov. 6, 1884. The President, R.
A. Cleeman, m.d., in the chair.
Removal of Uterine Appendages for Menstrual

-Epilepsy Recovery. Dr. E. E. Montgomery exhib¬
ited the specimens and read the history of the case.
Sarah H., aet. 17 years, was admitted to the Philadel¬
phia Hospital, April, 1884. She suffered from an
attack of inflammatory rheumatism in childhood and
began to have epileptic seizures in her thirteenth year,
these were slight at first, but have recurred every
month, increasing in number and violence, so that at
present she is unconscious from ten days to two

weeks out of each month. There has only once
been a trace of menstrual discharge and that for a
single day only. There is no history of any chronicdisease in the family; brothers and sisters are healthy.
The patient was pale, flabby, anaemic, poorly devel¬
oped and extremely nervous. The external genitals
were but slightly developed, the uterus small and no
special tenderness over the pelvis. Iron tonics and
a generous diet were given ; the bromides were not
well borne. Owing to her youth and the fact that
she had not yet menstruated, it was deemed best to
undertake to establish the menstrual function and ex¬
haust the antispasmodics before resorting to operativeinterference. The failure of all remedial measures
was complete, and on September 13 the operation
was performed ; both ovaries and tubes were removed.
No antiseptic was used about the wound. All the
water used had been well boiled. Absorbent cotton
was placed over the wound which had been closed
with silk sutures. The operation occupied thirty-fiveminutes. The recovery was uninterrupted until the
night of the 26th of September when she had four
epileptic seizures. There were recurrences of

.slighter attacks during the next three nights, but they
were shorter, and during the intervals she was per¬
fectly conscious. During the first four days of Octo¬
ber, spells of staring with momentary unconscious¬
ness occurred, becoming less frequent and lighter.
A well marked convulsion on the night of Oct. 14
was followed by from one to four convulsions daily
until the 29th. But they have not been so severe as
before the operation.
Removal of Parovarian Cyst, Recovery. Dr. E.

E. Montgomery presented the specimens and related
the history as follows: Mrs. A., aet. 30 years, native
of England, married, never pregnant, has suffered
from an enlargement of the abdomen for seven years.
As it was first noticed a few months after her mar¬

riage she supposed herself pregnant. Her menses
have never been interrupted, now occur every three
weeks, are very slight, and have never been excessive.
She suffers from severe pain the week before menstru¬
ation over the lower portion of the abdomen and
through the hips. She suffers at other times from
pain in the feet and legs and from a sensation of
weight. The tumor has been tapped some six times.
The fluid was always of a pale straw color. The
largest quantity removed at any one time was 40 lbs.
The last tapping was on June 27, 1884. She has had
four attacks of peritonitis.
When first seen last July, two weeks after the last

tapping, the abdomen was swollen and tender to
pressure; fluctuation was distinct. Since that time
the abdomen has increased considerably in size, pre¬
senting a prominent tumor distending the whole ab¬
domen, nearly symmetrical, but projecting slightly to
the right side, circumference at umbilicus 32 inches,
distance from symphysis to umbilicus 7 inches, to
ensiform 13 inches; fluctuation distinct over the
whole tumor ; coughing projects the whole mass for¬
ward and downward. Her general condition is good,
she is quite active.
Diagnosis, a Parovarian Cyst, Plan of Operation

—exploratory incision, remove the tumor if possible,
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